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Riverside Residents Willing to Support a Sales Tax Measure, Survey Finds
Residents believe additional funds are required to provide the services they need and want

RIVERSIDE, Calif. — About 63 percent of Riverside residents surveyed recently said they see a need
for additional funding to continue the level of services that Riverside residents need and want, and 64
percent said they would support a one-cent sales tax measure to provide those funds.

Residents’ top priorities for such funds are maintaining 911 emergency response times (93 percent);
requiring that all funds remain in Riverside (84 percent); ensuring public disclosure of all spending (83
percent); maintaining vehicles for first responders (79 percent); and prohibiting any of the funds raised
from being taken by Sacramento (78 percent).

The survey results come as the Riverside City Council is contemplating whether to place a sales tax
measure on the Nov. 8 ballot. The Council will discuss the survey results on July 26. Such a measure,
if placed on the ballot, would require approval of more than 50 percent of voters.

“The survey results indicate that voters are amenable to the idea of raising the sales tax by a penny to
continue the tradition of excellent city services that Riverside residents and business owners have come
to appreciate,” City Manager John A. Russo said. “I look forward to presenting this item to the City
Council for discussion.”

The staff report, the poll data and a PowerPoint presentation that will be presented at the City Council
meeting on July 26 can be found here: http://bit.ly/RiversideSalesTaxReports

After hearing arguments both in favor of and against the ballot measure, 62 percent of respondents said
they would either definitely or probably vote yes. Another 2 percent were undecided but leaning
toward yes.

The survey conducted last month by the firm Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, Metz & Associates polled 600
likely Riverside voters on a variety of issues, including their perceptions of the City of Riverside, their
own neighborhood and of Riverside County.
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The survey found 27 percent of respondents believed there is a “great need” for additional funds for
City services that residents need and want, and another 35 percent said there was “some need.” The
total was 63 percent when the two numbers were added and rounded up. About 13 percent said there
was “little need;” 19 percent said there was “no real need;” and 5 percent did not know.

Respondents overwhelmingly — by a 79 percent margin — rated both the City of Riverside and their
own neighborhood as an excellent or pretty good place to live.

The biggest concern of respondents was the number of homeless people in Riverside, with 60 percent
of respondents saying that issue is either extremely serious or very serious. The next two biggest
concerns were crime/gangs/drugs and unemployment/loss of jobs, each of which was named as either
extremely serious or very serious by 44 percent of respondents.

Only 22 percent of respondents saw the amount of local taxes they pay as an extremely serious or very
serious problem.

The results were compared to previous surveys completed in 2010 and 2013 and found that the survey
respondents’ opinions of the City have steadily improved since 2010, with approval ratings jumping
from 62 percent in 2010 to 67 percent in 2013 and 70 percent now.

Concerns about the economy also have dropped, from 71 percent in 2010 to 27 percent now. Concerns
about unemployment and the loss of jobs also dropped, from 84 percent in 2010 to 44 percent now.
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